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PARKING ISSUES ON CALIFORNIA ROAD

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report advises the Carlisle Highways and Transport Working 
Group (HTWG) of the ongoing parking issues that are being 
experienced in California Road in Carlisle. It provides details of 
inspections that have taken place over a period of approximately 3 
years and measures that have previously been undertaken to attempt 
to alleviate resident’s concerns.

1.2 The report also considers options for parking management on this 
street, and the implications for the rest of Carlisle should these be 
introduced.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 In considering any implications, members must consider if the 
proposals impact on the Council Plan, including supporting delivery of 
Community Strategy and Council Plan priorities, specifically 
 To enable communities to live safely and shape services locally
 To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective 

transport network
 To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs
 To support older and vulnerable people to live independent and 

healthy lives
 To be a modern and efficient council

2.2 No significant equality implications have been identified at this stage, 
and the statutory processes will provide the mechanisms for any 
Equality Issues to be raised and aired.



3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the HTWG recommend that Carlisle Local Committee agree that 
officers are asked to carry out further discussion with James Rennie 
School to look at measures the School (?)can put in place to reduce on 
street parking demand created by the school.

3.2 That the HTWG recommend that Carlisle Local Committee agree to take 
no action to introduce on street parking management measures on 
California Road.  

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 California Road is a short cul de sac approximately 300m long off Scotland 
Road serving approximately 35 residential properties, 3 businesses and 
James Rennie School.  Of these, approximately 50% of the residential 
properties, all on the north side of the road, have off street parking as do all 
of the businesses.

4.2 Over the last 3 years the County Council has received a small number of 
requests, including 1 letter from the Local MP, to address issues of 
inconsiderate parking and obstruction on the road.  This was allegedly as a 
result of overspill parking from both the school and other businesses.  
Concerns were also raised regarding access for emergency vehicles and bin 
wagons.

4.3 As a result the site has been inspected on a number of occasions with the 
findings of these inspections detailed below and in Appendix 1.  The school 
and local businesses have also been contacted and requested to ask their 
staff and visitors to park considerately.  It is believed that this has generally 
been effective although it has been necessary to contact the school on more 
than one occasion. 

4.4 Generally the carriageway width is adequate to allow parking on one side of 
the road without causing undue obstruction for through traffic.  As stated 
above the road is a short cul de sac and whilst no speed data has been 
obtained it is likely that traffic speeds and volumes are very low, also the 
street is straight with good visibility for oncoming vehicles to be seen and to 
take action.  There are adequate footways on both sides of the road. Parking 
on this road is unlikely to create road safety concerns

4.5 California Rd is approximately 300m long with approximately 235m suitable 
for on street parking.  Allowing for parking on one side of the road only there 
is parking capacity for 39 vehicles.  Counts taken at various times over the 
last 12 months show that the maximum number of vehicles observed is 36 
although generally the number of vehicles that were observed was in the mid 
twenties.  These observations show that at the time of our visits there has 
always been some available parking capacity on the street.

4.6 Options for parking management have been considered.  These include the 
introduction of disc parking with residents exemptions, and or resident permit 
holder only parking.  The latter is not without precedent in Carlisle where this 
has been introduced on Strand Road, following parking issues experienced 
by residents particularly due to evening classes at Trinity School. Permit 
Holder only parking has also been introduced on Punton Road at the 



Brampton Road Campus of the University of Cumbria.  This was introduced 
following parking issues at the university following the introduction of parking 
charging by the university on its car parks resulting in increased on street 
demand by displaced vehicles.  This has subsequently been resolved by the 
University.  

4.7 When considering this matter the HTWG also need to be aware that there is 
no presumption of right to park on the Highway in law.  Also from the 
observations of parking on this street it is not significantly different from 
many streets within the Carlisle area and the introduction of parking 
management on this street may create a precedent that would be difficult to 
defend should other streets within Carlisle request similar consideration.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 That the HTWG agrees the recommendations.
5.2 That the HTWG does not agree the recommendations and requests that 

further consideration is given to the County Council introducing parking 
management measures for California Road.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no financial implications for the Local Committee arising from this 
report.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no direct legal implications to this report.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 Inspections reveal that whilst there are some parking issues on California 
Road these are not severe and do not impact significantly on road safety on 
the road.  As a result the HTWG is asked to recommend that the County 
Council seeks alternative means to address this issue through discussion 
with the local school.
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Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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